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SCRIPTURE TELLS US THAT, IN THE AS YET UNREDEEMED 
WORLD IN WHICH THE CHURCH ALSO EXISTS, THE STATE HAS 
BY DIVINE APPOINTMENT THE TASK OF PROVIDING FOR 
JUSTICE AND PEACE. [IT FULFILLS THIS TASK] BY MEANS OF 
THE THREAT AND EXERCISE OF FORCE, ACCORDING TO THE 
MEASURE OF HUMAN JUDGMENT AND HUMAN ABILITY. THE 
CHURCH ACKNOWLEDGES THE BENEFIT OF THIS DIVINE 
APPOINTMENT IN GRATITUDE AND REVERENCE BEFORE GOD. 
IT CALLS TO MIND THE KINGDOM OF GOD, GOD’S 
COMMANDMENT AND JUSTICE, AND THEREBY THE 
RESPONSIBILITY OF BOTH RULERS AND OF THE RULED. 
IT TRUSTS AND OBEYS THE POWER OF THE WORD  
BY WHICH GOD UPHOLDS ALL THINGS.
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“[T]he situation in Southern Africa 
constitutes a status confessionis. 
This means that, on the basis of 
faith and in order to manifest the 
unity of the Church, churches 
would publicly and unequivocally 
reject the existing Apartheid 
system.”



Apartheid has as its point of 
departure the irreconcilability of          
       people of different race   
       groups. It was, thus, against  
      the heart of the gospel of   
  Jesus Christ, which takes its 
point of departure in the doctrine 
of reconciliation.



(1) Because, over against the gospel of Christ’s 
focus on the reconciliation of human beings 
with God and with their fellow human beings, the 
forced separation of people on the basis of race 
and color is fundamentally based on the 
conviction of the inherent incompatibility between 
people who are separated in such a way;
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(2) Because the system that emerges with such a 
policy must necessarily lead and has led to an 
increasing polarization between people, especially 
because practice has undeniably revealed that 
within the system one part of the population, 
namely the whites, are privileged and that 
consequently the evangelical demand that justice 
be done to all has not been met; and



(3) Because by that, the human dignity of not 
only the disadvantaged parts of the population, 
but also the human dignity of all those involved, 
has been affected.
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In our country, by custom and decision, 

which are defended theologically, Black 

people are not permitted to partake in 

the Lord’s Supper.…Our refusal to 

participate is a choice for justice  

and a refusal to participate in the 

Christian roots of our oppression.… 

Communion with those who 

represent this disobedience to the 

Gospel would mean eating and 

drinking judgment on ourselves.

— Statment of Abstaining DRMC Delegates



We declare with Black Reformed  

  Christians of South Africa that  

       Apartheid is a sin, and that 

        the moral and theological 

       justification of it is a travesty 

       of the Gospel, and its present 

      disobedience to the Word of 

     God is a theological heresy.

— WARC Resolution on Racism & South Africa  (1982)
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We believe in the triune God, Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, who gathers, 
protects and cares for the church 
through Word and Spirit. This, God 
has done since the beginning of the 
world and will do to the end.
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We believe that, in obedience to Jesus 
Christ, its only head, the church is called 
to confess and to do all these things, 
even though the authorities and human 
laws might forbid them and punishment 
and suffering be the consequence.



(1) One God, Father, Son, & Spirit

(2) One Church of Christ by Spirit

(3) New Obedience in Church;  
     New Possibilities in Society & World

(4) God is the God of Justice who Sides  
     with the Poor & the Oppressed

(5) Church must say & do all this,  
     Even if it means Confrontation with State,     
     Breaking the law, Enduring Punishment,  
     or Facing Suffering

(2) Natural Diversity & Descent do not Divide

(3) No Forced Separation of Peoples that    
     Undermines Reconciliation

(4) The Church Must Stand with God for the  
     Poor & the Oppressed & Resist Injustice



ONCE A CONFESSION HAS BEEN 
FORMALLY APPROVED, THAT  
CHURCH SPEAKS OR  CONFESSES, 
RATHER THAN THE AUTHORS OR 
COMMITTEE THAT FORMULATED IT.  
IT IS COMMUNAL AUTHORSHIP  
THAT IS AT WORK HERE.
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We believe in one holy, universal Christian 
church, the communion of saints called 
from the entire human family.…Therefore, 
we reject any doctrine that absolutizes 
either natural diversity or the sinful 
separation of people.

We believe that God has entrusted the 
church with the message of reconciliation 
in and through Jesus Christ…Therefore, 
we reject any doctrine which, in such a 
situation sanctions in the name of the 
gospel or of the will of God the forced 
separation of people on the grounds of 
race and color.

We believe that God, in a world full of injustice 
and enmity, is in a special way the God of the 
destitute, the poor and the wronged; that God 
brings justice to the oppressed; that the church 
as the possession of God must stand where the 
Lord stands, namely against injustice and with 
the wronged.…Therefore, we reject any 
ideology which would legitimate forms of 
injustice and any doctrine which is unwilling to 
resist such ideology in the name of the gospel.





THE REFORMED TRADITION HAS A 
FUTURE IN THIS COUNTRY ONLY IF 
BLACK REFORMED CHRISTIANS 
ARE WILLING TO TAKE IT AND 
MAKE IT TRULY THEIR OWN, AND 
LET THIS TRADITION ONCE AGAIN 
BECOME WHAT IT ONCE WAS: A 
CHAMPION OF THE CAUSE OF THE 
POOR AND THE OPPRESSED.

— Allan Boesak  (“Black & Reformed,” 95)

















Because Word and Spirit are Given to All Without Respect for Persons……

……All Enjoy an Equal Measure of Freedom and Authority With Respect to Each Other

Because Christ Calls us Friends, Not Slaves, and Exercises Lordship as a Servant……

……We do not Exercise Our Freedom and Authority by Lording Over One  Another

Because Christ is Lord of All, and God’s Kingdom is a Pattern for Earthly Kingdoms……

……The Civil Community—in its Own Way and Within its Limits—Must Reflect This Pattern

Just as Everyone is to be a Servant in the Christian Community……

……There are to be no Masters in the Civil Community
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